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Directors of Education (to issue to primary school headteachers and parent councils) 
 
DEPUTY FIRST MINISTER’S HOLIDAY MATHS CHALLENGE - CHRISTMAS 2017 

 

In September 2016 the National Profile-Raising Group for Mathematics, chaired by Maureen 
McKenna, Executive Director of Education for Glasgow, presented its independent report 
Making Maths Count to Scottish Ministers.  The report was welcomed by government and all 
ten recommendations were accepted.  Central to the ambition of the report is a change in 

attitude towards maths in Scotland to create a maths-positive nation where maths skills and 
confidence is valued, supported and celebrated across society.  The establishment of Maths 
Week Scotland in September this year was a key part of this approach and the positive 
response and participation from schools, early learning centres, colleges, universities and 

their local communities has been incredible.  I was very pleased to participate in Maths 
Week Scotland through a number of visits and contest award ceremonies and issued a Daily 
Maths Challenge (created by the Scottish Mathematical Council) on Twitter.  In order to 
maintain some of the enthusiasm and momentum created the Scottish Government are 

exploring different ways to create engaging maths activities, events and celebrations across 
the year.   
 
As part of this I am launching a ‘Holiday Maths Challenge’, created in partnership with the 

Scottish Mathematical Council, to be issued to primary pupils in Scotland.  The first issue1 – 
Christmas Holiday 2017 – has been designed for primary 6 pupils and their families.  The 
intention is that pupils will take this home for the holidays to explore maths in a fun way 
outwith the classroom and,  ideally, with family members.  Your assistance in communicating 

this information would be most appreciated.   
 
Boxes of the leaflets will be delivered to school headteachers with the intention that the p6 
class teacher(s) will distribute in the last week of term.   

 
The resource will be made available online on the Making Maths Count website for wider 
awareness.  It will be promoted through social media and through networks for parents, 
teachers and general education but primary schools will be our most valuable partners in 

making this a success.  We are aware that many schools and local authority areas have 

                                              
1 Challenges will also be created for Easter and Summer holidays and we hope that this will become an annual 
initiative for different age groups. 
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well-established parental engagement programmes in place and this resource is designed to 

fit well with that.   
 
The solutions and workings for the Challenge will be published on the Making Maths Count 
website on 4 January 2018 for pupils and others to access.  Schools may wish to use this as 

a start-of-term resource. 
 
I hope that you will find this a valuable initiative.  Scottish Government officials will be 
seeking feedback from those involved and any views will be most welcome. 

 
With thanks and best wishes. 
 
  

                                                         
 
 

          JOHN SWINNEY 

 


